POTTSTOWN AREA ARTISTS GUILD

Sketchpad
Spring 2020

PAAG Activities
PAAG EXECUTIVE BOARD
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Master of Art General Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 –
Showcase Bronze Sculpture
Val Bertoia
PAAG EXECUTIVE BOARD
Tuesday, April 14 , 2020
Master of Art General Meeting
Tuesday, April 21, 2020,
Assemblage Sculptor
Leo Sewell
PAAG EXECUTIVE BOARD
Tuesday, May 12, 2020
Master of Art General Meeting
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
New Wave Art Palettes
Kyle and Keith O’Brian
Art on The Hill
The Pottstown Area Art Show
and SaleFriday, June 5, 2020
to Sunday June 14
Opening Reception
Sunday, June 7th from
4 PM to 6:30 PM

PAAG ACTIVITIES

Master of Art Talks
Open to PAAG Members and
Public
@
Boyer Gallery
The Hill School
Center For The Arts
every third Tuesday beginning
at 7:00PM
www.paag.info

A Message From Our
President,
Judith Byrd-Williams
Greetings to our PAAG Members! The
beginning of a new season and the anticipation of spring brings us to a place of
new joys. This is often expressed in the
paintings we have burning desire to create.
How beautiful it is to be part of nature and
express that connection through the glorious world of art. As members of PAAG we
are most fortunate to be part of a mission
“to promote, inspire and support the artistic
spirit within the community,” as well nurture one another in our continued sharing
of artistic gifts.
There are many doorways of transition and
transformation that each of us experience
in the course of a lifetime. It is at those
times that our perception shifts, priorities
change, and beliefs are challenged
We have a great line-up of professional
artist for our Master of Art General Meeting Program, along with our annual Art on
The Hill /The Pottstown Area Art Show
& Sale presented by the Pottstown Area
Artists Guild in collaboration with The Hill
School Center for The Arts.
We have been able to bring new
art opportunities to our members
as well as the community.
Take your time to read this latest
Sketchpad Newsletter to stay
informed throughout the year.
Looking forward to seeing you
all,
Judith
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JOIN NOW
Dues are only

$35

You can pay at the meetings or mail to:
Pottstown area Artists Guild
P.O. Box 433, Gilbertsville, PA 19525

MASTER of ART:
Lectures & Forums Program
“General Meeting”

Tuesday, March 17, 2020

Val Bertoia

To Talk about the Sounds from the
Metal Sculptures He Has Created
Val Bertoia, following in his father’s, Harry Bertoia, footsteps has
accomplished many bronze sculptures large and small for indoors and
outdoors worldwide. Some of these are sound sculptures, others are
water-ﬂowing sculptures, and some move by wind. As part of his talk
on how these sounding sculptures are created, Val will display a few
of his works and most recent projects. He will also present a retrospective of the Sonambient Æ works created by him and his father.
“The spatial and tonal environment created by these sound sculptures
is unlike anything you have ever experienced in this world. It is the
purest way to connect with God and Nature – just by closing one’s
eyes and keeping an open mind.”

Tuesday, April 21, 2020
Assemblage Techniques- Leo Sewell
To Talk About His 50 Year Career Of Making
Sculptures From Reclaimed Material
Leo Sewell grew up near a dump. He has played with junk now
for ﬁfty years and has developed his own assemblage technique.
His works are collected by corporations, museums and individuals
throughout the world. Leo continues to cull the refuse of Philadelphia out of which he fashions pieces of all sizes, from a life-size
house cat to a 40 foot installation.
His sculptures are composed of recognizable objects of plastic, metal
and wood. These objects are chosen for their color, shape, texture,
durability and patina; then they are assembled using nails, bolts, and
screws. The outdoor sculptures are constructed of stainless steel,
brass, or aluminum found objects which are welded together.
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MASTER of ART:
Lectures & Forums Program
“General Meeting”

Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Guest Demonstrator
Kyle and Keith
O’Brian
Kyle and Keith
O’Brian – New Wave
Art Palettes
The Hill School, Center For The Arts,
Boyer Gallery from 7 PM to 9 PM
It began in an art studio over a decade
ago. Our dad had been painting for
years, and in the corner of his studio
was a graveyard of sorts where old
artist palettes were put to rest. Some
were heavy or awkward to hold,
causing pain in the hand, thumb, and
wrist; others were poorly made.
The answer for him involved a free

afternoon and a trip to the lumber
yard.
Years later, with our combined
eﬀorts, a product was designed for all

artists. New shapes were created and
old shapes were reﬁned around the
original three point design, with
emphasis on comfort, quality and
functionality.

Member Showing

Tri-County High School
Best In Show Award

presented by
The Pottstown Area Artists Guild
Sophia Zhu, “Weightless,” from
Methacton
Oil and acrylic on canvas
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Sandy Alves, Artist
@
Wolf Baldwin Associates, Pottstown
Wolf, Baldwin & Associates, P.C.
February 1 - April 30, 2020
By appointment: Amy 610) 323-7436

Pottstown Area Artists Guild

Mildred Sands Kratz
Pottstown area artists Fred and Sarah
Griesemer, Albert and Sylvia Sanft,
Joseph F. Landis, Mildred Sands
Kratz, and Dorla Dean Slider
founded The Pottstown Area Artists
Guild (PAAG) in 1960. They all
shared a common vision and
formed an organization whose
purpose was to bring together
area artists to promote the local
art scene through shows, lectures and
classes.
Back then, events such as National Art Week enabled local artists to
display their work in Pottstown store windows. During the summer months there
were “clothesline” art shows on High Street with artwork hanging on clothesline stretched
between parking meters.
Several Mildred Sands Kratz pieces will be on display during The Art on The Hill – The
Pottstown Area Art Show and Sale at The Hill School, Center For The Arts, Boyer Gallery,
Monday June 5th-Friday June 14th, 11 AM to 3 PM /Sat./Sun. 1 PM to 5 PM.

Membership
Year
May 1st
to
April 31st.
Dues
Annual
Meeting
Election of
Oﬃcers held
in May

PAAG Member
Photography
Exhibit 2019
PAAG members displayed an exhibit of
their Photography at Shorty’s Sunﬂower
Café on N. Charlotte St. in Pottstown,
from October
18 through
November 21,
2019, with
an opening
reception on
Friday, Oct.
18th. There were
9 participating photographers, with 42
photographs exhibited, and 3 Photographs
were sold.
Liz Bieber, the owner of the Café, was very gracious to have the Café host our
exhibit, and her customers thoroughly enjoyed the exhibit. Thanks to Liz and all the
participating artists for making this a wonderful PAAG event!
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PAAG 2020 Art Show
Meet our Juror
Barbara J.
Zucker, PWS/
Artist Educator,
Gallery Director,
Juror

Barbara J. Zucker received her B.A.
from Ursinus College in 1966, studied
Fine Art at Arcadia University and at
L’Accademia di Belle Arti in Florence,
Italy. She apprenticed with painter
Richard Callner in his studio after
graduating from Tyler School of Art with
a M.Ed. in 1971.

$ $ $ CASH AWARDS $ $ $

Special Thanks To The Boyer Gallery

An art gallery is a hub of artists uniﬁed
by some criteria such as tone or feeling
of the artworks. They may have a

common background of the arts or
a shared style. Art galleries oﬀer the
artist an opportunity to display their

techniques, medium representing their
style of artwork.
The Boyer Gallery provides a range of
services that respond to the needs of
artists, cultural institutions, and creative
organizations in Tri-County Area. It is
one of the ﬁnest galleries in the area,
providing approximately 2,000 square
feet of well-lit exhibit space. Its curved
and three dimensional space was once
described by regional artist Mildred
Sands Kratz, “the ﬁnest exhibit space on
the East Coast.”
Pottstown Area Artists Guild is sending
out a Special Thanks, to The Boyer
Gallery Administration and team,
who plays a vital role in our eﬀects to
continue providing public programming
to the Tri-County residents with their
support and opportunity we are able
to meet the need of remaining a
sustainably leader in the Arts.
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PAAG Membership
Annual
Giving Campaign
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization whose mission is: “To
promote, inspire and support the
artistic spirit within the community.
To that end, we hold various programs over the course of the year.
They are rich in artistic diversity
allowing us to share our artistic gifts
with our neighboring community.
Last year, our guild attendances
exceeded a 50% increase since 2016.
As a small guild we have been
working toward revitalizing our
community as well as support for
local, civic and cultural institutions
since the 1960’s.

Everyone in the Art Community is welcome to attend any of the
Pottstown Area Artists Guild meetings for free. It is a great way
to get to know what is going on in the arts community and your
fellow artists in and around the Pottstown area.
However, there are more beneﬁts of becoming a member of the Guild. Become a member
AND …..
• Have the opportunity to exhibit and sell your works at our PAAG sponsored art
shows, including a discount on the entry fees.
• Be listed in the Members roster on the Guild’s website including links to a page of
their choosing on the Internet.
• Learn about other upcoming local art shows to enter or visit.
• Receive announcements of special invitations to pre-opening events.
• Participate in Guild sponsored activities.
• Receive an email of the Guild’s newsletter, The SketchPad three time a year with
information about the art community and Guild activities. Members without an email
address will receive a printed copy of the newsletter.
Now is the time to join, our annual membership runs from May 1st until April 30th. Becoming
a member only requires a tax-deductible donation of $35.

Pottstown Area Artist Guild prides
itself on serving the needs of artist
in the Tri-County community and
now we are in need!
Our funds are limited. As traditional the guild events are not a
paid event but a cultural one. All
proceeds will go towards supporting
our activities related to preserving,
protecting and promoting the Arts.
WOULD YOU HELP US BY
MAKING A DONATION?
Your investment in our programs
and projects will ensure our ability
to continue making a difference
with our artists and community at
large.
For more information, please go to
our website: www.paag.info. OR
check payable to PAAG / PAAG –
Annual Appeal (Pottstown Area
Artists Guild / P. O. Box 433/ Gilbertsville, PA 19525)

Welcome New Members!
66

PAAG 2019
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PAAG Oﬃcers

How to Find Us
Pottstown Area Artists Guild, P.O. Box 433,
Gilbertsville, PA 19525
Email: paaguild@gmail.com
President: Judith Byrd-Williams – 610-718-8424

PRESIDENT
Judith Byrd-Williams

SECRETARY &
MEDIA COORDINATOR
Don Havas

TREASURER
Mary Kosar

PROGRAM
CHAIRPERSON
Will Ursprung

GRAPHICS
Cheryl Hart

HELP
NEEDED
HERE

Directions to
The Hill School Center
For The Arts
GPS
760 Beech Street, Pottstown,
PA 19464
From the east bound exit of 422, turn left
onto Armand Hammer Blvd.
From west bound 422 exit, turn right onto
Armand Hammer Blvd.

From Armand Hammer Blvd, turn left at
light onto High St., and travel one block to
the next traﬃc light. Make a diagonal right
turn onto Beech St. Travel approximately
.9 miles. On Beech, go past tennis courts
on your right, the Hill School driveway and
football/lacrosse ﬁeld on your left. Turn into
the Hill School Center For The Arts Parking
lot. To enter the Boyer Gallery, use the
outside steps and doors near the pond. For
Handicapped parking, enter through the main
gate on Beech Street at the guarded gate. Let
the guard know that you need to park on the
lower level to attend the Art Guild meeting.
Read the newsletter online at:
http://www.paag.info

Like us on Facebook!
Add your comments, art and share art happenings with all of us in the
Pottstown Area Artists Guild community!
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HOSPITALITY

HISTORIAN
Michael Good

Supportive Team

GREETER
Sue Ploppert

PHOTOGRAPHER
Owen Jeﬀers

Member-At-Large & Assistant
Membership/Kathy Wince

Positions Available:
Vice President,
Volunteers
Board Meetings: March 10,
2020@ 3:30 April 14, 2020
@3:30 May 12, @ 3:30

